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The biennial team Olympiad
opens in Batumi, Georgia, on
September 23 with Russia,
traditionally the strongest
chess nation, trying to halt a
remarkable negative run.

For half a century its team
was totally dominant. In 26
Olympiads from Helsinki
1952 to Bled 2002 USSR/
Russia won every time
except for 1976 and 1978.

At their zenith, the golden
generation hated to lose a
single game. When Mikhail
Botvinnik was beaten by

Austria’s Andreas Dückstein
in 1958, bad light was blamed
and the Munich organisers
had to install a special lamp
by Botvinnik’s board.

But from 2004 onwards
Russia, though top-seeded
every time, has failed at all
seven Olympiads. Armenia
has won three, Ukraine two,
and China and the US once
each. The Americans are the
reigning champions, and
will be hard to dislodge.

Russia’s response seems
strange. The experienced

Alexander Grischuk has
been dropped amid
rumours of a rift with the
team captain, the
millionaire entrepreneur

Andrei Filatov, and
replaced by an Olympiad
novice. It could prove a
high-risk gamble.

2277
White mates in three

moves, against any defence
(by Fritz Giegold, 1963). The
black king is trapped in the
white camp and will surely
fall victim to the queen and
rooks. It does happen, but
only after an improbable
sequence. Can you find the
hidden mate?
Solution, back page
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POLYMATH 983 SET BY GOZO

CHESS LEONARD BARDEN

CROSSWORD 15,940 SET BY GOLIATH
Polymath 983 Set by Gozo

Solution Polymath 981

Name.....................................................................................................................
Address................................................................................................................
..................................................................................................................................
...................................................................................................................................
..................................................................................................................................
..................................................................................................................................

ACROSS
  1 Athene noctua (6,3)
  6 Financial products bought or 

sold at an agreed price at a 
later date (7)

10 Julius, Tanzanian president 
from 1964 to 1985 (7)

11 Clever Dick’s alter ego! (5,4)
12 Queen of France, wife of 

Henri II (9,2,6)
13 Title of the ancient Kings of 

Egypt (7)
15 A supposedly worthwhile 

discovery which proves to be 
illusory (5,4)

16 Booker Prize winning novel 
about Indian independence 
(9,8)

19 Tenzin Gyatso, who won the 
Nobel Peace Prize in 1989 
(5,4)

22 “Can I do you now, sir?” 
character in ITMA (3,4)

24 Donizetti’s three-act opera 
based on a Sir Walter Scott 
novel (5,2,10)

26 Student of plants and 
animals in relation to the 
environment (9)

27 Baltic capital city on the river 
Neris (7)

28 Rarer term for a Ukrainian 
people living both sides of 
the Carpathians (7)

29 Former naval dockyard, now 
a container port on the Isle 
of Sheppey (9)

DOWN
  1 Protective camera 

attachment (4,3)
  2 Handel in --- ------, jaunty 

composition by Percy 
Grainger (3,6)

  3 Belgian indistrial port at the 
junction of rivers Ourthe and 
Meuse (5)

  4 12 1/2% (3,6)
  5 Moliere’s 1672 comedy about 

blue-stockings (3,6,8)
  6 A Parisian loafer (7)
  7 Newmarket-based authority 

established to settle 
questions on bets in horse-
racing (11)

  8 Relating to coots, crakes and 
rails (7)

  9 Church official who cares for 
vestments and holy vessels 
(9)

14 Item received or bought 
without prior knowledge or 
sight (1,3,2,1,4)

16 Location of the incus, stapes 
and malleus (6,3)

17 Amateur film watched with 
the family? (4,5)

18 Pale violet variety of garnet 
used as a gemstone (9)

20 Factory closure to prevent 
striking workers from 
entering (7)

21 Product of coal tar used in 
dyeing (7)

23 Incomplete or slight paralysis 
of motor functions (7)

25 Begum, shogun or suzerain, 
eg (5)

The first correct entry drawn 
on Wednesday August 29 
wins a copy of The Chambers 
Dictionary. Entries should be 
addressed to Polymath No 983, 
Weekend FT, One Southwark 
Bridge, London SE1 9HL. The 
solution and winner’s name will 
be published on September 1. 

The 13th edition (2014) retains the much-loved features of The Cham-
bers Dictionary, including the unique quirky definitions for certain words. 
There are more than 1,000 new words and meanings, and there is also a 
new Word Lover’s Ramble, showing how English words and definitions 
have changed over the history of the dictionary.

Crossword 15,940 Set by Goliath

Solution 15,939 Solution 15,928

Name..............................................................................................................................
Address.........................................................................................................................
...........................................................................................................................................
...........................................................................................................................................
...........................................................................................................................................

ACROSS
  1, 4  Thain’s mirthful soundtrack? 

(6,8)
  9 Tiny slice of tomato in fried 

onion: there’s an idea (6)
10 Briefly order colliery to be run 

down (8)
12 So, after the end of winter, 

green improvement (8)
13 Blue instant bloomer (6)
15 Bite biter back (4)
16 Labour leader in hotel, upset 

after love tragedy (7)
20 Dad’s following message about 

you, said in error (4,3)
21 See 27
25 Relax with Macron’s one victory 

finally reversed (6)
26 Parasite’s work pattern very 

much includes leave (8)
28 Problems from men cavorting 

with girls (8)
29 Almighty ally turns into a 

docile creature (6)
30, 31 Playing slick soccer, the 

current results? (8,6)

DOWN
  1 , 22 Without compiler rejecting 

clue on troubled city (8,6)
  2 Seeing only cake? (8)
  3 Corrected heart valve using 

nothing for a change (6)
  5 Cuts neckbones (4)
  6 Large organisation presrves 

gentile carving (8)
  7 It upset poet terribly to move 

with discretion (6)
  8, 19 Endless prose about 

naturalist wiping out a corrupt 
group of constituencies (6,8)

11 Excuse for telegram, 
presumably? (7)

14 Large banks prohibit working 
in this country (7)

17 Glove challenge (8)
18 Peril of dice curtailed on this 

kind of table (8)
19 See 8
22 See 1 down
23 Pluck of delicate zone ongoing 

(6)
24 Sport drink (6)
27, 21 Role model he ain’t, or 

otherwise (8)

Copies of How to Sound Really Clever by Hubert 
van den Bergh and The Superior Person’s Book of 
Words by Peter Bowler, published by A&C Black 
and Bloomsbury, will be awarded to the senders 
of the first three correct entries opened on 
Wednesday August 29. Entries marked Crossword 
15,940 on the envelope, should be sent to 
Weekend FT, One Southwark Bridge, London SE1 
9HL. Solution on September 1.

Jotter padWinners
Crossword 15,928: Richard Moon, Edinburgh; Tara Rooney,
Co Carlow, Ireland; Karsten Buecker, Bromley
Polymath 981: GA Jones, Southport, Merseyside

M idway through my dis-
cussion with American
lawyer Sergio de la Pava,
at his office in Lower
Manhattan, one of his

colleagues comes in and congratulates
him. “Thanks, brother,” de la Pava says,
and congratulates him back. What was
surprising about this seemingly normal
exchange was the co-workers’ very dif-
ferent reasons to celebrate. While his
colleague had secured a jury’s “not
guilty” verdict, de la Pava was being
congratulated on a review of his latest
novel, Lost Empress, in theNewYorker.

This unusual combination of tri-
umphs isn’t unheard of in the lifeofde la
Pava, a 48-year-old US public defender
whose 2008 self-published debut novel,
A Naked Singularity, garnered late recog-
nition after rejections from 88 publish-
ing houses. Set around the streets and
law courts of New York City, the maxi-
malist epic was finally picked up in 2012
and reprinted by the University of Chi-
cago Press. De la Pava was swiftly
dubbed “New York’s Dostoyevsky” by
The Times, among others, and went on
to win the 2013 PEN prize for debut fic-
tion.Lost Empress ishis thirdnovel.

De la Pava’s legal practice gives his lit-
erary work a freedom seldom experi-
enced by full-time novelists. “Without
this job, I would have to consider mak-
ing the compromises that publishing
demands, to find awaytodothisasa liv-
ing,” he tells me. Instead, he’s able to
stick to his desire to push at literary
boundaries, rather than pander to com-
mercialappeal.

In Lost Empress, this ambition is clear
from the start. The novel marries two

contrasting plot lines — set in Paterson,
New Jersey, and New York’s Rikers
Island Prison, a comic football narrative
sits beside a searing critique of Ameri-
can society. This critical thrust is not
new in de la Pava’s work; alongside its
thrilling heist plotline, A Naked Singular-
ity exposed the rife discrimination
within America’s criminal justice sys-
tem. In Lost Empress, he focuses on what
he sees as “the addiction of a particular
segment of humanity to the capture and
bondage of their fellow humans” — that
is,mass incarceration intheUStoday.

In the novel, de la Pava uses his
insider’s knowledge as a public defender
to outline the inhumane treatment of
inmates, and the prejudiced policing
and prosecuting that puts a dispropor-
tionate number from America’s minor-
ity and poor neighbourhoods behind
bars. It’s a situation that de la Pava says
leads to legalised discrimination post-
incarceration rather than rehabilita-
tion. “In 2018, you could never say, ‘I
don’t want to give you the job because
you’re African-American’,” he explains,
“but you could say, ‘I’m not giving you
the job because you have a misdemean-
our conviction from 12 years ago.’” But,
as he puts it, “if this conviction is largely
the result of what neighbourhood you
grew up in, or being part of this disad-
vantaged class, then the functional
result iscivil rightsabuse.”

Born in New Jersey to parents who
immigrated from Colombia, de la Pava
— like the narrator of Lost Empress
themself — speaks in bursts of torren-
tial, unapologetically intelligent prose.
He realises that the days of Uncle Tom’s
Cabin and Invisible Man are over and that

fiction is unlikely to hold sway over gov-
ernmental decision-making. As he says
himself, politics are “just not the realm
of the novel. I wish the novel had that
kind of direct power. I just don’t see any
evidence of it.” Why then, when he cares
deeply about injustice, does he write fic-
tion, rather than non-fiction, or polemi-
cal articles? “Remember, I have this job
too,” he answers, tapping his desk. “I get
my fill of the large-scale criminal justice
reform and advocacy, the direct repre-
sentation of people here, every day. So
when I go to the novel, I’m looking to get
away from that, I’m looking for the aes-
theticexperienceofcreating.”

It is the breadth and depth of this cre-
ation that makes de la Pava’s fiction so
singular. Boxing, football, Joni Mitchell,
slapstick humour — all these are
addressed with the same intensity he
expends on didactic passages about
mass incarceration, existential ques-
tions, or metaphysical theories. “To

some it’ll be a rollicking good yarn about
a football team, to others it will be a pas-
sionate critique about mass incarcera-
tion, to a third person it will be both, or
neither,” he says. Unlike A Naked Singu-
larity, which enraptured readers with its
first-person protagonist, Lost Empress
suffers for this nebulous, messianic fer-
vour. The interlinking plot lines — the
theft of a Dalí painting, the meteoric rise
of an underdog football team, and an
impending apocalypse — are told
through an extensive and eclectic cast
whose characterisations are occasion-
ally lost to the narrator’s dominating
voice. But it is impossible not to admire
the novel’s denouncement of injustice
andits floodofhumanempathy.

In person, for all his rousing mono-
logue responses, de la Pava also listens
attentively and reveals moments of self-
doubt during our conversation: “Should
I write more non-fiction stuff about
this . . ? I probably should . . . ” His

voice trails off in thought before he con-
tinues, visibly excited: “I guess what I’m
saying is that if I have to sacrifice the 
aesthetic or the political, I’m sacrificing
the political. I cannot accept any dimi-
nution in the aesthetic value of the work
intradeforgreatersocialutility.”

This is, perhaps, somewhat surpris-
ing, when the subtitle of Lost Empress is
“a protest”. But as other passages in the
novel show, de la Pava’s protest is philo-
sophical in nature. Echoing Ralph Elli-
son, de la Pava explains: “Writing a
novel, creating art in any way, is a pro-
test against nullity. It’s a protest against
silence, absence, death, finality. It’s just
a way of protesting against the fact that
itallends.”

Surprisingly, de la Pava is optimistic
about the battle against mass incarcera-
tion. Not only because of the planned
closure of Rikers Island, but also
because “the fact that this term ‘mass
incarceration’ and these concepts are
gaining popularity is the first and vital
necessary step”. And then what? “Then

the policing has to change. The decrimi-
nalisation of a lot of drug offences would
help . . . getting private commerce out
of our jails . . . ” he gestures at the enor-
mity of these challenges. “These are
examples,butnotapanacea.”

But reversing mass incarceration is
more complicated than just the practi-
calities. “A lot of this is made possible by
racism,” he continues. “So now you’re
talking about education, because rac-
ism is just a wildly ignorant thing. It’s
also intractable and feels like a powerful
beast, especially in this country.” A
country, I suggest, whose current presi-
dent might make matters worse.
“Trump is more symptom than illness,”
de la Pava responds. “A great many of us
have been saying, ‘Hey, this place is
sick.’ The American way is to say,
‘What? This is America, everything’s
great!’ Then Trump gets elected and it’s
what we’ve been saying all along, that
this country is the same country that
wouldelect thatkindofperson.”

As for what he does next, all de la
Pava knows is that he aims to write
“something unlike anything I’ve ever
created before”, and that he will remain
a public defender. If de la Pava com-
mands courtrooms like he does fic-
tional worlds, then the prosecution
doesn’t stand a chance.

‘I’m sacrificing
the political for
the aesthetic’

Antonia Cundy talks to lawyer and novelist Sergio

de la Pava about fiction as a protest against silence

Sergio de la Pava
Brian Harkin

‘Racism is a wildly ignorant
thing. It’s intractable and
feels like a powerful beast,
especially in this country’

A long suit in dummy
often proves decisive in
declarer’s task to rid
himself of losers. Such are
the vagaries of our game,
even a short suit can
sometimes be a long suit.

West led Q♣, and down
came dummy. Declarer
counted two losers in
spades, A♥, and the third
round of clubs. With no
shortage in dummy and
no apparent long suit,
the situation seems
discouraging. South won

any suit which is longer in
one hand than the other.
Usually it is better for
dummy to contain the long
suit so losers can be
discarded from declarer’s
hand but, sometimes, it
works just as well the other
way around. Here, hearts
are the long suit (with three
cards in dummy and only
two in hand) and, if
established immediately,
will provide the crucial

BRIDGE PAUL MENDELSON
Dealer: North Love All

North East South West
NB NB 1S NB
2S NB 4S

Books

9 7 6 2
Q J 5
A J 9
8 7 4

E

S

N

W

Q J 10 8
K 4
K Q10
A K 2

4

3
8 7 6
7 5 3
5

5
A
8
6 3

A K
10 9 3 2
6 4 2
Q J 10 9

An error meant last week’s
card symbols did notappear.
Forthecorrectversion, go to
ft.com/bridge-card-game

discard in time for South to
avoid four losing tricks.

This suit establishment
must be undertaken before
tackling trumps. At trick 2,
declarer must play K♥ and,
if ducked, follow with 4♥.
East will probably win and
return a club. South can
cross to dummy with A♦,
cash J♥, and pitch his 2♣ on
it. Finally, he can attack the
trump suit.

the club lead and led a
trump. West won and
continued with J♣. Now the
contract was doomed.

A “long suit” is defined as
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